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Proud.day. for Brian. .
ollowing “his" nine point" haul,

eneschalstown corner .
Brian-Clarke was: the “unanimous:

forward

Niha suffers a fall

® by Noel Coogan

THE OUTRIGHT triumph
by Kiltale in'this'year’s
M. Donnelly'Meath SHC
proves that anything is
possible - once. - the
groundwork'is put in. It
was .a victory. against
all- the odds:and. the
fact that Kilmessan
were defeated in the
final made it.all the
sweeter.

Over the last few months the
sports-pages of 'this paper'regu-
larly carried ‘betting lists on‘the
local SFC and in the autumn the
odds ‘about the IFC contenders
were also advertised. The fact
that no odds about'the race for
the Jubilee Cup ‘appeared ‘is
probably partly due to so many

people being. so dismissive of
that.championship.

This writer does not know if
any bookmaking firm had bet-
ting on ‘the Meath SHC this
year! If so, how many punters
would' have' been tempted if
20/1 was put up against Kiltale
back in eatly summer? Indeed
they could have been’offered at
three or four to one in the’ week

al

Maguire* Cup ‘itle for the sec-
ond' time “the- success’ was as
sweet as*Kiltale’s the’ other
Sunday.' That" was because
Kerry were defeated in the final
and'at the time it was suggested
that beating the Kingdom was
as good-as wummg two ~All-
Irelands.’

It was the same with Kiltale

and”after upsétting the odds to
take the title for'only the third
time, manager Paddy ‘Kelly and

long-serving" ‘player vCath'a’l
Sheridan made no secret of
how "special getting ‘one over
their neighbours and 27 times
past kingpins was. :

‘While the attendance at the
hurling final was about one
third what went ‘through ‘the
Pairc Tailteann 'turnstiles “for
the “football - eqmvalent the
atmosphere was much_better
than' '’ during ' the' d_rawn
O’Mahonys versus
Seneschalstown 'drawn txe of
seven days earlier..

While some hurling sup-
porters” would obvm isly. dxs-

“up d 1l
gmund’ Some Meath ¢ :
swingers prefer the Trim p1 h
but last'year at St Loman’s Park
reporters Were put in a little hut
behind one of the goals.

We survived the’ experience
and actually enjoyed the after-
noon'as Rathmolyon"had their
day' of ‘glory. Mickey'Cole ' was

good for the game in the.coun

ty. Just as Rathmolyon’s suc-

s Paddy Kelly

‘him and his troo;;s

id the meilIQIYpOf final day “between

‘weekend, will be back in Pairc
Tailteann next Sunday for a
game against. Stratford from
Wicklow.

-+ That will be preceded by the
deﬁen‘ed Division 4 FL final
Moynalvey = and
‘Moylagh and Drumbaragh and
Ratoath will be'in opposition in
the  Junior..D. EC . final  at
‘Walterstown.
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Seneschalstown top scorer B an Clarke takes
SFC dscidar. :

0’Mahonys midfielder Mark Ward on the run against Seneschalstown'at Pairc Tailteann.

Boyne'Valley 'Cars'Limited, Drogh
Donore. Road, Drogheda..Main OPEL

their manager Damien Sheridan
set; the tone prior_to_the

S1te
: recent years, to -afforc A

deserving smile,
aSe h

parts added up. to a ot more
t.han O’Ma.honys who lined out

with six, players that_were on -

duty against the Leesiders, had
to.offer. ; ;

With .a. skip-load .of under-
age successes to reflect on, per-

© stages. of the ,competition.

aps some. of the Navan pla er:
their reputa

past three final appearances.
The warmng signs had been

there against the Tones last year

and, a fortmght ago against

high level of expectanon which
made them feel and play, like
they had lead in their boots.
The . feeling = was. that
OMahonys, having  struggled
though the group stages, were
starting . to, perform. to their
potential in the knockout victo-
ries. over Dunsahaughlu_l and
Dunboyne . but. perhaps. those
wins, were the exception. and
that their real form had been on
dxsp]ay in the early and late

“Alternatively, maybe. they had
peaked too, soon.

O’Mahonys were paralysed
)by, .a fear, of; losing whereas
/Seneschalstown were embold-
ened by a.belief of having
everything to gain and a mis-

g P!

In the end McGuinness did-
n’t last the course of the match
and-the removal-of his fellow
county: : npanelist; ‘Stephen
MacGabhann earlier in the con-
test must have

from Yellow Furze::
{iMacGabhann; .may. ‘haye

the drawn match with his level-
ling: point ‘but'he striggled:to
get into, this- match,and  team
mate Mark Ward didn’t make
f.he same impression that he had
done in'the first:matcheither.

:Damien’ ' Sheridan gave
another impressive display_in
the ‘middle but Robert Ruddy
was the tar'in that'sector, dic-
tating the trend of ithesgame
especially in the opening period
and coming strong again in the
final quarter as Seneschasltown
made the push for, glory.

,Of course,; while. Loughran
was an- obyious, loss to. the
Navan. men,, Seneschalstown
were without Stephen Finnegan
from the first day but they were
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come .and Ward’s ley
score would be as’ good
would get for the town men
who wereOltoOZd‘wn on

S
what unorthodox klckmg style,

whlc}_l on the surface looks alit-_

vert a ‘45" and"two. mintit
later he popped,over omsim
lar range: from a
Reilly again‘fouled' Sheridan.
The sequence of  Brian
Clarke points'was broken on16
minutes with Shane = Clarke
landing a free on the right and
soon after Damien ~Sheridan
almost goaled: for: the men:in
yellow and- blue, racing-onto:a
pass: from Ruddy before:drag-
ging a shot -to the left: of the
posts at the hospital.end.
Seneschalstown: were; well
on top at that point.and on|27
minutes: created -their. biggest
lead of the opening half — 0-8.to
0-3.- when Brian Clarke added
his fourth point following a foul
on cousin Shane.  Brothers
Stephen and David Bray com-
bined for the latter to leave
O’Mahonys 0-4 to 10-8; behind
at the break
The lead was back to ﬁve
within two minutes of the sec-
ond period, another foul on Joe
Sheridan by Reilly. leading to
Clarke accounting for' his fifth
score. : .
It was 0-10 to 0-6 after 41
minutes with Joe Sheridan
kicking the score of the match,
a wonderful point that he fired

eaﬂli
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scores to emphas1se the “gulf
that existed between the two
teams ‘on the gday and brmg ;
4 |

3 's1

' final appearanc 2
is a proud .enough record for -
nager but it wasnt

Seneschalsxo wn 4
Damien Sheridan has’ gamered
local football’s blgg L p!

Navan (0} Mahony
Lane,I Matthews, K. Reilly,
Russell; P.- Qumn (¢
Hogan, N. McKeigue;
MacGabhann, Ward (0—
G. O’Brien (0-1), P. Smyth
1), C. McGuinness; D. Bray (O-
2), B. Regan, S. Bray (0-2).
Subs — N.: Dunne . for. Mac
Gabhann (43 mins), D. O’Toole
for McGuinness.

Referee
(Blackhall).

genaschalslown captain Cormac Quinn lifis the ‘Keegan Cup after his slqe’§ SFC final victory over
unday. : 4

D. . Coldrick
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Clarke’s contribution to
Seneschalstown’s first Keegan
triumph since 1994 didn’t
just revolve around his free-tak-
ing duties. He was a constant
‘menace to the O Mahonys rear-
guard, showed well for the ball
and earned a number of free

Despite finishing with s Ve
points (five frees and two
lay) .to his credit two wi

exght frees and one 45.
ished O’Mahonys’
tions . with sublime
from placed balls.
highlights was a free
~metres out three’
m the end of norm
which left the scoreboar
ing 0-14 to 0-9.

ut

losers’ manager.

" “Following the near misses
of the previous'two campaigns,
Downes’ side carried a lot of
expectation this year and it is
difficult to understand why the
latest title bid ended so tamely.

“There is always expecta-
tion about O’ Mahonys teams.
There was expectanon in"the
past and we won but it was dif-

for: the Yellow Furze
outfit

excuses,” he said. \

‘When asked if he would be
back in charge next, the reply
was “no, that was my last
game, I gave it three years and
it’s time for someone else to
take over.”

Navan O’Mahonys mid-
fielder Mark Ward struggled to
put the disappointment of los-
ing a second county final in a
row into words in the immedi-
ate  aftermath of Sunday’s
defeat to Seneschalstown.

gamely  throughout but was

WD P.
on; their game while’ a-number
unable to prevent his side from

of our lads weren’t,’”’ said;the

~ In 2005  there was the semi-

Disconsolate Mick Downes following the final whistie on Sunday.  final dsbacle against Dunboyne
t

&

of the match’ award following 'Sunday’s SFC final win over

for Mick
defeat

ferent today but we have no\
A\ lustre nature of his own side’s
1 performance, Ward" 'was gra-

The county man  battled

finishing on the wrong end of
the 0-15 to 0-9 scoreline:

“Words can’t describe how
disappointed - we: are,” com-
mented the 23 year old. “If we
had come off the pitch having
played well and-having done
ourselves' justice ' then ‘that
would have been'some'consola-
tion but we were just terrible
today, terrible.”

While Jamenting -the' lack-

> cious in defeat and paid tribute
\to the Victors.

“I don’t want to take any-
thing away from
Seneschalstown. They ‘were
unbelievably organised, they
had a game plan and stuck to it.
They played very well and fair
play to them. They were fully-
deserving winners on the day

“We knew how tough it was
going to be, we knew how good
they were but to underperform
on county final day is gutting
from our point of view.”



¢ The wmmng manager
also pointed ‘out: th:

‘success would serv
; e

P
remarked moments
the final whistle.

Sheridan, went. on. to .t
es but even if we won_
would still have' ;

pay tribute to the spirit and
dedication' of his‘charges.
“The lads are ‘unreal as‘a
team. I’ve won eight sen-

jor championships:and this:

is the best group of:lads
T've ever been -involved
with, without’a shadow ‘of
a doubt.

those‘we'
‘been in a qua.rter-ﬁnal”
“So'we didn’t lose‘any-

thing or gain an “We
1 were beaten’
‘matches ‘when we ‘were
~“alreadyin the final. So this

team had' gone' undefeated

two'league *

final.

Even. Joe SHEridan;'
who, endured a crisis of
confidence at county level

earlier in the year, was lift- -

ed by this enthusiasm. The
last time he was.this; close:
to the Keegan Cuprhe was
sitting in it as'a baby after
his  father

1985.
“We had the behef

The last day we were a bit-

wary about whether we.
could put it--up- to
O’Mahonys. We showed

pable in the immediate afterm* ,
decisive win over 0’ Mahonys m the: Fl:r

captained
O’Mahonys to.victory .in

the last:day wercould and

todaywe: proved: we are:

the best team in-the coun=
“You see from the lads
that it'means:so:muchfor

everyone: - We: put-in so

much: ‘effort through-the
year.It’s unbelievable:
“Weknew we could do

«-it. In“the first ten minutes
‘‘we were'stilll a bit nervy
_but after’that there was'no

stopping us: The-heart was
there * ‘and - ‘these " “lads
deserve all the credit they

"can get,” he beamed

He also pa]d tribute to

his father 'and. selectors -
'Tommy Mchnnell .and:
“ Jan Maguire;and. pointed
" out that it-was a great/day -
for the whole parish. He -
i s «=that::
~ although the players;were |
disappointed at not win-.

also’ " admitted

ning the drawn match they

improve matters:

““Everyone doubted us !

all year and didn’t give us

a’chance coming into this -

final.'We showed-every-

one and we! proved:it o=

ourselves ‘especially.:

“We’re here to stay for a-
few years,” he added:

iTeam ‘captain® Cormac

Quinn echoed the spirit of '/
‘enduring ' more’ than’ his

confidence in the ‘side'and
pointed - out*
Seneschalstown

“that™
were’! ¢
‘much’ more ‘relaxed‘than’ -
they'*were "’ in “the’ drawn '
“game-and ‘was ‘never'wor--

ried about the .outcome: at
any stage.

“We knew that was in
us:: We didn’t play-as we
could that last day and we

knew if we played as a

team’ that 'we .could give
that: - performance. . ‘We
were more relaxed to day:
‘We knew what it was

iziabout. It showed in the
knew they: had:: time to

end.

1 “We ‘weren’t worried.
That’s

the confidence
Damien - Sheridan ‘ instills

- in‘us: We knew 'we could

keep:going until the end,”

Quinn‘commented.
Robert

understandably delighted

“to *win 'his first* champl»

‘onship'+'medal in a
Seneschalstown shirt- after

share “of final di'sappoim-

‘ment at under 21 level.
He also pointed to the

contribution of'sports psy-

‘chologist Declan ‘Coyle;

‘champions’,”

Ruddy::'was~-=

+his'‘team ‘mates in

‘influence ‘on the team. ' We "

O'Mahonys are.a good
team, but we-didn’t let
them - play and Brian
Clarke was brilliant with
his frees,” he ,concluded.

comp_euuve ball!
‘kicked. -

“It’s amazing
man did for.us. We
out of that dressing room
and you:wouldn’t believe
‘how: high: our heads‘were
held. We ~were talking
about where we wanted'to [}
be: come :the’end ‘of ' the
year :and:we said “‘senio;
Ruddy

remarked.

Ciaran Macken fol
lowed ‘the ‘drawn game on
theinternet in Australia
where he'has>beenbased
since: January. On “his
return he was impressed
by the:progress made by

absence.
* “The‘hunger and desire

FﬁEE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED - C2 REG
§ CONTACT TREVOR: 086 3801
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the pitch by opposite number Andrew
McCann but never made an impactin- -
terms of gaining possession and plac-
ing his side on a forward footing 6
Niall McKeigue - not nearly as
influential as he was when coming off
the bench in the drawn game. Held

~Ciaran Macken scoreless
ble of e lot more i
6.

Mark Ward strides forward fo

rumder David Lyons. A goal at that
stage would have brought his side to
within two points of their opponents
5.

first «day. “While* m
felt that 40 Mahnnys

Paddy Smyth”-iscored‘a_point:
from play in:thefirst half but will be
disappointed he .didn’t find the, net
four minutesinto the contest:whenthis’
effort was cleared off the line by
Seneschalstown - captain . Cormac
Quinn. Moved into' the full-forward
line in theisecond half 5.

Cormac McGuinness - deployed:
in the unfamiliar territory of the halfy
forward . line’ -due -to. ‘Tommy
Loughran’s withdrawal  but, didn’t"
enjoy the best of days as direct oppo-
nent Mark Carey:scored two ‘points 4.

David Bray - wasn’t

gble self withhis. free—takmgg
bmues and confidence seemedto
fer as amsult Only successi
one'placed ‘ball and also scored
from play 5.

pions weré far from
flattered by ‘the wu_l-_

cem:re-fom"ard pbéiﬁbn in the secon

percentage in lhe pqssessm
Gained| more‘,posse

qégg,lctory Aﬁer
a fortnight-earli-

short of the ‘high st
himself 6.
Neville Dunne - was i
for St.ephen MacGabhann in the third
T in an attempt to stem sthe tide °
at midfield buthad little unpact 6
Darren O Toole
h of an
McGuumess in the
( hane O

“Coyle’

Nﬂny

‘men in;blueand ye

{MOTOR GROUP

ioned . theory: -

team other -
O’Mahonys, who appea.red 0
have strong prospect of raising
‘the Keegan Cup in ‘triumph“for
the 17th‘time.*

But'seeing‘two of the sextet
being called ‘ashore'in the sec-

“ond half'provided some ammu-

nition ‘for those who might feel
that ‘Coyle: and " his assistants

; had not‘the best of those avail-

<iable’ to them ‘on -the county
-panel:

“While Mark Ward 'and Niall: &

McKelgue were not'shy in ‘get-
ting'stuck in’ some.of the other
Navan players did not seem:to
want to:know: and
passion:and’ will to

0O’Mahonys: wei
beaten:+ they were.

Seneschalstown.

After - opting  out . cf he.
county squad: in . June,- Joe
Sheridan; has certainly: regamed

ith f
pomt in each half and his effort

NE AV ALLEY

i that
games are not won on paper.
With six members of Colm:
Meath 2007 “squad.
aboard, it was difficult to go for
than:

*introduced despite: the fact that

Boyne Valley Cars Limited, Drog|
Donore Road, Dr gh da. Main 0

David Lyons - wasn’t getting
~ the required distance from his kick-
he early.stages but scmd it

quired
enied David Bray a goa] in the

et the gap would have been down
twoipoints 8.
Stephen Sheridan - -
Stephen Bray to a two pumts from
play and linked well with his fellow
defendersi .
Andrew:Collins --didn’t allow
1 settle .and kept him
om play 8.
_Colin Clarke - not a prominent
/ “game but his imme-
diateopponents ‘David Bray: only
managed one point from play 7.
Mark Carey - won his duel with

‘points 8.
Cormac Qumn - the team cap-
y'.example and ‘restricted
addy Smyth to a single point from
lay ‘as well -as clearing a goal
ttempt by the same player off his
wn ‘goal line in’ the opemng min-

lin Gleeson won a few vital
s side and. restricted

uarter but came good again in the
atter. stages and ‘was a_contender
for the ‘man of the match’ award 9:
- Damien - Sheridan - offered
great support to‘his midfield'partner
/iand scored! a point.: Took up' good
ttacking posit 8.
Ciaran Macken - the gamble of
" “bringing him back from Australia
‘paid dividends ‘and the experienced
player won! an amount of breaking
le - not: allowing Niall
McKelgu i.to. make the same
impression, as he did in the drawn
game 9.
*  Andrew McCann'~ was particu-
+larly effective ‘when dropping‘deep
gain-possession in' the: opening
alf. Impact lessened as. the hour
ore on 7.
Joe Cowley - didn’t have ‘the
same impact as some; of his fellow
forwards and was raplacedby Brian

- and they are not the only people
;' puzzled by the loss of form suf-

number; of notables. The com T
forward was the ‘man of the
match’ both days and some of
his frees were fine-efforts from

long range. . 2
Some of the dxsappomted Seneschalstown S ploy of onys’ indiscipline by 'land-
ing eight frees and was unperturbed
o Mahonys skpporters had getting a number of players byg'.hgllouple of wides hg chalked

good reason to ask why so
‘many fouls were given away in
the ‘scoring zone. Last' year
there’ was criticism  of *'the
Navan mentors ‘along’‘the line
for mot' making substitutions -
and' this'time only two were

back behind midfield -made- it

more difficult for O’Mahonys

and the two, Ulster-natives,

team, captain Cormac .Quinn Joo:Shietidan'- had 2 much big-
; iger impact thaniin

and All-Treland winner of five ' ‘Gave Kevin Reilly a difficult after-

* inoonand'the secondof his' two

up: in ‘the second half  when the
opposmon was’ threatemng a;come-
back 9.

‘the opposition were comfort-
bly in'pole positiona long:way
from:the Winning'post... i

/ISenesch: alstown did- not glve and won a couple of possessions in

front of his own goal near the end

Shane Clarke - started i in place

Pointed a’free- in  the 16th minute
‘and was yellow: carded: about ten
minutes; later, Provided the assist
for Damien Sheridan’s second half
point 6.
. David’Byme - made"Wway for
/Ciaran; Macken.on the ‘starting fif-
teen. Replaced Shane Clarke in the
_49th minute and didn’t have much
“of an impaci
Brian’ Sheridan' - replaced Joe:
Cowley but wasn’t on 1ong enough
to be rated.
i3 James Byme - replaced Colin
Clarke in stoppage time at the end
!of the ‘game ‘and" was not on long
enough to berated.
| (Liam O’Rourke)

is another mterestmg statistic.
After receiying: the Keegan

Cup; captain: - Quinn-. said

Damien Shendan told; thc pla;

s:day of glory foursweeks ear-
lier.and'he was;out on the pitch
afterwards: congratulating his

s Whlle,the replay:was much .-
more ‘exciting-than  the drawn: -
tie, O’Mahonys. supporters did:

manner in/ whxch the ' dream
came true.




Clarke

David Byrme toasts




